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5 Patient-Centered Access to

Life Saving Anesthesia Care
THE PROPOSED PRACTICE OF INSURANCE COMPANIES

IMPOSING TIME LIMITS FOR ANESTHESIA CARE DURING

SURGERIES RAISES LEGAL, ETHICAL, AND SAFETY

CONCERNS

Why legislation in
2025 is essential

THE PROBLEM:

WANA
Washington Association of Nurse Anesthesiology

HB 1812
Insurance companies can change payment rules quickly, leaving

providers scrambling while it takes months or years to pass

protective legislation.

PATIENT SAFETY AND QUALITY OF CARE

Health Insurance Companies recently proposed

policies for arbitrary preset time limits/time cap

policies for surgeries instead of paying for the actual
anesthesia time needed for surgery.

Anesthesia is a complex and critical component of surgical

procedures that varies greatly depending on the patient's
individual health, the type of surgery, and the specific
anesthetic used.

Anesthesia providers are trained to make clinical decisions

based on patient's needs. Insurance-imposed time limits

undermine the provider's ability to provide individualized

care, steering care decisions towards cost-saving measures

rather than patient welfare.

ACCOUNTABILITY:

LEGAL AND ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS

Should a patient experience negative outcomes due to adherence to these

time limits, determining liability can become complicated. Insurance

companies may deflect responsibility, which raises ethical concerns about

accountability in patient care.

STANDARD OF CARE:

There could be implications regarding medical malpractice standards if care

deviates from established best practices due to financial constraints imposed

by insurance providers.

Support This Bill

Help ensure that every patient in Washington has

access to safe, medically necessary anesthesia care

without arbitrary limits or unexpected costs.

THE SOLUTION:

This law ensures that decisions about

anesthesia care, including time

required, are based on what's

medically necessary, as determined

by qualified physician or nurse

anesthesiologists.

This bill:

1. Bans preset time limits or caps for

anesthesia payments.

2.Requires insurers to reimburse

fairly, reflecting the actual needs of

surgery.

3. Protects patients from unexpected

bills and ensure they receive safe,

high-quality care.

WHY IT MATTERS

Reliable Care: Patients deserve consistent access to

anesthesia services without worrying about insurer-

imposed limits.

Putting Patients First: This law keeps patients at the

center, ensuring care decisions prioritize patient

safety over profit.

Proper reimbursement allows providers to focus on

safe, effective care without financial pressure.


